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Abstract: A forest fire is a destructive disaster that is difficult to handle and rescue and can pose a
significant threat to ecosystems, society, and humans. Since driving factors and their effects on forest
fires change over time and space, exploring the spatiotemporal patterns of forest fire occurrence
should be addressed. To better understand the patterns of forest fire occurrence and provide valuable
insights for policy making, we employed the Geographically and Temporally Weighted Regression
(GTWR) model to investigate the varying spatiotemporal correlations between driving factors (vege-
tation, topography, meteorology, social economy) and forest fires in Anhui province from 2012 to 2020.
Then we identified the dominant factors and conducted the spatiotemporal distribution analysis.
Moreover, we innovatively introduced nighttime light as a socioeconomic driving factor of forest fires
since it can directly reflect more comprehensive information about the social economy than other
socioeconomic factors commonly used in previous studies. This study applied remote sensing data
since the historical statistic data were not detailed. Here, we obtained the following results. (1) There
was a spatial autocorrelation of forest fires in Anhui from 2012 to 2020, with high-high aggregation of
forest fires in eastern cities. (2) The GTWR model outperformed the Ordinary Least Squares (OLS)
regression model and the Geographically Weighted Regression model (GWR), implying the necessity
of considering temporal heterogeneity in addition to spatial heterogeneity. (3) The relationships be-
tween driving factors and forest fires were spatially and temporally heterogeneous. (4) The forest fire
occurrence was mainly dominated by socioeconomic factors, while the dominant role of vegetation,
topography, and meteorology was relatively limited. It’s worth noting that nighttime light played
the most extensive dominant role in forest fires of Anhui among all the driving factors in the years
except 2015.

Keywords: forest fire; remote sensing data; geographically and temporally weighted regression;
spatiotemporal heterogeneity; nighttime light

1. Introduction

A forest fire is a kind of disaster with strong suddenness, great destructiveness, and
difficulty in disposal and rescue. Forest fires significantly threaten ecosystems, communities,
and humans, as strongly evidenced by extreme forest fires in the United States, Liangshan
of China, and Australia. As we all know, meteorology, topography, vegetation, and human
activities can affect forest ecosystems, potentially leading to more catastrophic forest fires.
These driving factors’ temporal and spatial dynamic changes will profoundly affect forest
fires’ temporal and spatial patterns. In this context, accurately identifying key driving
factors and exploring the spatiotemporal patterns of forest fire occurrence is critical for
protecting forest ecosystems and ensuring the safety of human life and property [1,2].
However, acquiring forest fire data and driving factors is a significant difficulty when
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studying forest fire occurrence’s spatial and temporal patterns. On the one hand, the
historical records of forest fires from relevant departments are generally not detailed, and
the fire data is coarse in spatial and temporal dimensions. On the other hand, forest fires
involve many driving factors, and it is difficult to obtain complete field survey data or
statistical data when the spatial study area is extensive and the temporal study period is
prolonged. In this case, remote sensing data can be applied to investigate the spatiotemporal
pattern of forest fire occurrence. There have been many studies on forest fires that have
made extensive use of remote sensing data. For example, a large number of previous studies
used fire remote sensing data from MODIS [3–7]. In recent years, a part of studies have used
remote sensing data of fires from VIIRS [8–12]. Compared to MODIS, fire data from VIIRS
have shown significant improvements in spatial resolution, observation amplitude and
data quality. These studies indicate that remote sensing data are independent and objective,
with high spatial and temporal resolution, and are well suited for scientific applications in
support of forest fire monitoring and management.

In the past decades, many researchers have conducted studies to identify the driving
factors of forest fires [4,13–20]. Early studies mainly focused on exploring the impact of
meteorological factors (e.g., rainfall, temperature) on forest fires. More recent studies have
begun to realize the impact of vegetation, topography, human activity, and other socioeco-
nomic factors and have carried out more comprehensive analyses [2,13–15,21–26]. These
recent studies indicated that simultaneous consideration of potential factors in different
aspects is necessary to identify the key driving factors. Gross domestic product (GDP)
has often been used as a factor to characterize socioeconomic influences [16,27]. However,
administrative divisions are generally used as the statistical unit of GDP data, which can-
not be used for spatial studies requiring fine resolutions. When not considering spatial
heterogeneity, GDP can represent socioeconomic development for studying the correla-
tion between socioeconomic development and forest fires. When considering the spatial
and temporal heterogeneity of forest fire occurrence, using the statistical GDP data will
undoubtedly reduce the accuracy of the model results. Scholars in related fields have used
nighttime light, settlement density, and land use data to estimate and produce GDP spatial
grid data [28], but the GDP spatial grid data cannot meet the needs of this study in the
temporal dimension. Compared with GDP, the intensity information of nighttime lights
can more directly reflect the difference in human activities. Nighttime light covers informa-
tion closely related to the city’s development, such as traffic roads and residential places,
and can better reflect the comprehensive information of socioeconomic influences than
GDP. More importantly, its remote sensing data has the advantages of high spatiotemporal
resolutions and are easily accessible. Therefore, this study attempted to use nighttime
light instead of GDP as a factor reflecting socioeconomic development affecting forest
fires. Nighttime light has been widely used to explore the impact of human activities
on urbanization, socioeconomic indicators, major emergencies, and public health [29–31].
However, it has yet to be extensively adopted to discuss the impact of human activities on
forest fires.

Methodologically, many models devoted to studying the patterns of forest fire occur-
rence by revealing the relationships between forest fires and their driving factors have been
developed, including logistic regression, classification tree, regression trees, random forests,
ANNs, SVM, LightGBM [13,26,32–34]. These methods focus on a global perspective and as-
sume that all variables are stationary and independent in spatial and temporal dimensions
in the study area. However, driving factors such as topography, vegetation, meteorology,
and social economy show high degrees of variation in a wide range of spatial or temporal
dimensions. Some studies have shown that varied rather than stable relationships would
be more reasonable when large geographical study areas are involved—e.g., [2,35]. Accord-
ingly, ignoring local variations will undoubtedly reduce the model’s reliability and restrict
the understanding of the spatiotemporal patterns of forest fire occurrence. The traditional
global linear regression model, Ordinary Least Squares (OLS) regression, uses “global cor-
relation” to measure the correlation between forest fire occurrence and its driving factors. It
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can only estimate “average” or “global” parameters and cannot reflect the spatiotemporal-
varying properties of variables. The Geographically Weighted Regression (GWR) model, a
local regression model that can describe the local spatial variation of the coefficients, has
received increasing attention in the literature as a spatial analysis technique. Moreover,
the GWR model has been applied to explore the spatial heterogeneity of the relationship
between forest fire and its drivers in recent years [2,15]. In addition, some studies have
divided the study area into different parts to investigate the spatial heterogeneity of forest
fire occurrence [36]. However, the driving factors of forest fires vary over time. Therefore,
the role of driving factors in explaining forest fire occurrence also changed over time; some
decreased their explaining power, while others increased. Driving factors that were impor-
tant at the beginning of the study period may be less critical at the end. However, how these
driving factors changed over time has rarely been explored. Thus, this study proposed
the Geographically and Temporally Weighted Regression (GTWR) model to capture the
varying spatiotemporal relationships between driving factors. Based on the traditional
GWR model, the GTWR model developed by Huang [20] incorporates the time effect,
thereby providing a method for studying the relationships between forest fires and their
driving factors, considering spatial and temporal non-stationarity simultaneously [37–39].
Additionally, the GTWR model has been proven to be a robust technique for capturing
spatial and temporal heterogeneity [40]. It has been widely used in several fields, such as
economy, transportation, and air pollution, but it has yet to be widely used for forest fires.

Understanding the spatiotemporal patterns of forest fire occurrence is essential for
making efficient forest fire prevention and management strategies. Therefore, we employed
the GTWR model to investigate the spatiotemporal relationships between forest fires and
driving factors and applied this model to a large-scale spatial range (Anhui province, China).
Moreover, this paper innovatively introduced nighttime light as a socioeconomic driving
factor. In principle, this framework can be popularized and transferred to other regions.
The main objectives of this study are (1) to explore the feasibility of the GTWR model
in spatiotemporal modeling of forest fire occurrence, (2) to investigate the applicability
of nighttime light as a socioeconomic factor influencing forest fire occurrence, and (3) to
explore the spatiotemporal variations of the correlations between forest fires and driving
factors to provide some valuable insights for forest fire policy.

2. Materials and Methods
2.1. Study Area

Anhui province (Figure 1) is a critical province of forest area in south China. Anhui
province has a mild climate with obvious monsoons and four distinct seasons. The province’s
annual temperature is 14–16 ◦C, and the annual average precipitation is 800–1600 mm. It
has sufficient sunshine with an average annual sunshine of 1800–2500 h. The topography
is complex, intertwining with plains, hills, and mountains. Moreover, there are rich
and diverse wild plant resources, and the forest vegetation has prominent transition
characteristics from north to south. Such natural and geographical conditions provide the
environmental basis for the occurrence of forest fires. Moreover, with the expansion of forest
areas and the increase in human activities brought about by the construction of forest cities,
forest fires have occurred frequently in Anhui province in recent years. According to Anhui
province’s policy of continuous afforestation and accelerating the construction of forest
cities in the coming years, we can grab a signal that Anhui is making significant efforts
to expand the forest area and build forest cities, indicating that more and more human
activities will be involved in the forest area. The ideal natural geographical conditions, the
continuous expansion of forest area, and the increase of human activities will increase the
risk of forest fires in Anhui province in the future. Therefore, it is imperative to identify
the driving factors of forest fires and explore the spatial-temporal patterns of forest fire
occurrence in Anhui province.
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2.2. Variable Selection

This study selected the number of forest fires as the dependent variable. Previous
studies often acquired fire data from the Moderate Resolution Imaging Spectroradiometer
(MODIS) [4,17,26,32,41–47]. Compared with MODIS, Visible Infrared Imaging Radiometer
Suite (VIIRS) fire data has significant improvement in spatial resolution, observation
amplitude, and data quality. As a result, the VIIRS fire data is better suited to support fire
management, near-real-time wildfire alert systems, and other scientific applications that
require improving mapping fidelity. Therefore, we extract the forest fire data from 2012
to 2020 from VIIRS 375 m Active Fire Product with a spatial resolution of 375 m and a
temporal resolution of one year.

Accurate and comprehensive identification of potential drivers is critical for forest
fire research. The selection of these driving factors follows two basic principles. One
is that the source of data is reliable and authorized; the other is that these factors are
associated with the occurrence of forest fires. We selected 12 driving factors based on their
potential influence on forest fire occurrence, extensive literature review, and high spatial
and temporal resolution availability. As shown in Table 1, we divided these factors into
four categories: topographical, vegetational, meteorological, and socioeconomic factors,
and collected data from authorized websites [48–51].
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Table 1. Description and source of the data used in this study.

Category Item Abbreviation Spatial Resolution Source

Dependent
variable

Forest fire
frequency FFF 375 m

VIIRS
https://earthdata.nasa.gov/earth-

observation-data, accessed on
1 September 2021

Topographical
factors

Slope angle SAG
90 m

Geospatial Data Cloud
https://www.gscloud.cn/, accessed

on 1 September 2021

Elevation ELE

Resource and Environment Science
and Data Center

https://www.resdc.cn/, accessed on
1 September 2021

Vegetational
factor

Normalized Difference
Vegetation Index NDVI 1000 m

Resource and Environment Science
and Data Center

https://www.resdc.cn/, accessed on
1 September 2021

Meteorological
factors

Annual average land
surface temperature LST 5600 m

Zenodo
https://zenodo.org/, accessed on

1 September 2021
NASA Earth Data

https://lpdaac.usgs.gov/products/
mod11c3v006/, accessed on

1 September 2021

Annual accumulated
precipitation PREP

1000 m

National Earth System Science
Data Center

http://www.geodata.cn/, accessed on
1 September 2021

Annual average maximum
temperature Tmax

National Earth System Science
Data Center

http://www.geodata.cn/, accessed on
1 September 2021

Annual average minimum
temperature Tmin

National Earth System Science
Data Center

http://www.geodata.cn/, accessed on
1 September 2021

Annual average
temperature Tave

National Earth System Science
Data Center

http://www.geodata.cn/, accessed on
1 September 2021

Socioeconomic
factors

Railway density RAD /

Geographic Information Professional
Knowledge Service System

http://kmap.ckcest.cn/, accessed on
1 September 2021
Open Street Map

https://download.geofabrik.de/,
accessed on 1 September 2021

Road density ROD /

Geographic Information Professional
Knowledge Service System

http://kmap.ckcest.cn/, accessed on
1 September 2021
Open Street Map

https://download.geofabrik.de/,
accessed on 1 September 2021

Population density POP 1000 m

WorldPOP
https://hub.worldpop.org/project/

categories?id=3, accessed on
1 September 2021

Nighttime light NTL 500 m

Earth Observation Group
https:

//payneinstitute.mines.edu/eog/,
accessed on 1 September 2021

Topographical factors. In this work, topographical factors contain elevation and slope
angle. The temperature, moisture, and wind are associated with elevation, influencing
vegetation structure, fuel moisture, and air humidity [24]. Slope angle is typically highly

https://earthdata.nasa.gov/earth-observation-data
https://earthdata.nasa.gov/earth-observation-data
https://www.gscloud.cn/
https://www.resdc.cn/
https://www.resdc.cn/
https://zenodo.org/
https://lpdaac.usgs.gov/products/mod11c3v006/
https://lpdaac.usgs.gov/products/mod11c3v006/
http://www.geodata.cn/
http://www.geodata.cn/
http://www.geodata.cn/
http://www.geodata.cn/
http://kmap.ckcest.cn/
https://download.geofabrik.de/
http://kmap.ckcest.cn/
https://download.geofabrik.de/
https://hub.worldpop.org/project/categories?id=3
https://hub.worldpop.org/project/categories?id=3
https://payneinstitute.mines.edu/eog/
https://payneinstitute.mines.edu/eog/
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correlated with the formation and evolution of forest fires [19]. Steep topography is essential
in forming local winds, accelerating the spread of fires [4]. Additionally, slope angle may
affect ignitions by limiting accessibility, with a threshold of 20◦ being mentioned as a
restrictive factor for harvesting in forest conservation studies [13,18].

Vegetation factor. The vegetation factor is the Normalized Difference Vegetation Index
(NDVI), which describes vegetation density. NDVI characterizes the vegetation coverage
near the surface, which directly determines the likelihood of a forest fire [19,20].

Meteorological factors. It has become a broad consensus that meteorological factors
(e.g., temperature and precipitation) affect forest fires by affecting fuel accumulation and
moisture. Based on previous studies and data availability of the study period [13–15,20,27],
this work selects annual maximum temperature, annual minimum temperature, annual
average temperature, annual accumulated precipitation, and annual average land surface
temperature as the meteorological factors.

Socioeconomic factors. The fact that human activities are closely related to forest fires has
been clarified in previous studies [14,15,17,27,52–54]. These studies identified the presence
of roads and railways as essential factors in human-caused forest fires. Human influence,
such as changes in vegetation conditions due to the construction of roads or railways, and
fire sources generated by mobile vehicles on the roads, will further increase the probability
of forest fire [20,55]. In the past, some researchers used Gross Domestic Product (GDP)
and population density to reflect human activities [12,13,16,24,25]. Nevertheless, the GDP
generally suffers from coarse spatial resolutions. Therefore, this study employs nighttime
light to replace the GDP to meet the precision requirements of this study. Nighttime light
data are remote sensing images with high spatiotemporal resolutions and based on artificial
light of human activities. Thus, the light intensity information can more directly and
precisely reflect the differences in human activities than GDP. To summarize, nighttime
light, population density, road density, and railway density are the socioeconomic factors
to characterize human activities.

2.3. Data Processing

The data process was completed on the ArcGIS 10.5 platform. Considering the incon-
sistent spatiotemporal resolutions of independent variables with different data sources,
we resampled all the independent variables to grids with a spatial resolution of 1 km
and a temporal resolution of 1 year. The dependent variable of each grid was obtained
by summing the number of forest fires within a 1 km × 1 km grid. Finally, there were
5198 matched observation points (each grid cell corresponds to one observation point)
incorporating dependent and independent variables from 2012 to 2020. The data processing
workflow is illustrated in Figure 2. Before implementing the GTWR model, we used the
variance inflation factor (VIF) to test collinearity among independent variables on the R
Studio platform. The independent variables with VIF values of more than ten will be
eliminated. Since the magnitudes of raw data varied greatly among independent variables,
putting the raw data into the GTWR model will amplify the role of variables with larger
magnitudes and weaken the role of variables with smaller magnitudes. Hence, this study
used the Z-score method to standardize the independent variable data.

2.4. Spatial Autocorrelation Analysis

Spatial autocorrelation is a kind of spatial data analysis method of studying whether
observations at different locations in space are correlated and how correlated they are. The
spatial autocorrelation in the dependent variable is a pre-condition for the application of
the GTWR model [40]. Thus, this study employed Global spatial autocorrelation analysis
and Local spatial autocorrelation analysis to evaluate the spatial autocorrelation of forest
fires in Anhui province.
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2.4.1. Global Spatial Autocorrelation Analysis

To investigate the spatial autocorrelation of forest fires, we executed Global spatial
autocorrelation analysis on ArcGIS 10.5 platform. The most commonly used global spatial
autocorrelation analysis technique is Global Moran′s I, it can be expressed as [56]:

Global Moran′s I =
n

∑n
i=1 ∑n

j=1 wij

∑n
i=1 ∑n

j=1 wij(yi − y)
(
yj − y

)
∑n

i=1(yi − y)2 (1)

where n represents the number of cities in Anhui province; wij is the weight between city
i and j; yi and yj represents the number of forest fires in city i and j, respectively; and y
is the average number of forest fires in all cities. The value of Global Moran

′
s I range from

[−1, 1]. Global Moran
′
s I is close to 0 means that the distribution of forest fire frequency

is random. If Global Moran
′
s I is close to −1, the distribution of forest fire frequency is

dispersed in space. If Global Moran
′
s I is close to 1, forest fire frequency is clustered in

space, that is, there exists spatial autocorrelation in forest fires.
To judge spatial autocorrelation, it is necessary to test the significance of Global Moran

′
s I,

and the significance level in this study is set as p < 0.05. The null hypothesis of Global Moran
′
s I

is that the forest fire frequency is spatial independent, indicating that Global Moran
′
s I is

close to 0. Here, we applied Z-score method for the significance test. It was calculated as
the following:

Z(I) =
I − E(I)√

Var(I)
(2)

E(I) = − 1
n− 1

(3)

Var(I) = E[I2]− E
[
I
]2 (4)

E (I) and Var (I) are the expectation and the standard deviation of the, respectively.
The significance level in this study is set as p < 0.05.
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2.4.2. Local Spatial Autocorrelation Analysis

Global spatial autocorrelation analysis can reveal the degree of spatial dependence
in the distribution of forest fires from the perspective of the whole Anhui province but
cannot identify local differences in the distribution of forest fires. Therefore, we employed
Local Moran′s I to derive the local spatial correlation of forest fire frequency among differ-
ent cities on the ArcGIS 10.5 platform, which can be expressed as follows:

Local Moran′s I =
n(yi − y)∑n

j=1 wij(yj − y)

∑n
i=1(yi − y)2 (5)

where n represents the number of cities in Anhui province; wij represents the weight of
the spatial relationship between city i and j ; yi represents the forest fire frequency of city
i ; and y is the average number of forest fires in all cities in Anhui.

Then, we can obtain the Local Indicators of Spatial Association (LISA) map based on
Local Moran

′
s I. The local spatial correlation mode of LISA map can be divided into several

types of correlations: high-high cluster, low-low cluster, high-low outlier, low-high outlier,
and not significant. Local Moran

′
s I > 0 indicates the spatial positive correlation between

the forest fire frequency of adjacent cities, which is represented as high-high cluster or
low-low cluster. Local Moran

′
s I < 0 indicates the spatial negative correlation between the

forest fire frequency of adjacent cities, which is expressed as high-low outlier or low-high
outlier. Local Moran

′
s I = 0 indicates there is no significant correlation between the forest

fire frequency of different cities.

2.5. GTWR Model

According to the work of [37,38], the general structure of the GTWR model developed
in this study is described as follows:

yi = β0(ui, vi, ti) +
d

∑
k=1

βk(ui, vi, ti)xik + εi (6)

where i (i = 1, 2, . . . , n) denotes the observation points; yi refers to dependent variable,
xik represents the kth independent variable at point i. (ui, vi, ti) is the coordinates of the
observation point i, and ui, vi, ti is the X coordinate, Y coordinate, and time coordinate,
respectively; β0(ui, vi, ti) is the intercept value; and βk(ui, vi, ti) denotes a set of coefficients
at point i; εi is the random error.

The coefficients β0(u0, v0, t0), β1(u0, v0, t0), . . . , βd(u0, v0, t0) at any regression point
(u0, v0, t0) in the space-time domain can be estimated by using the observation value
(yi, xi1, xi2, . . . , xik), i = 1, 2, . . . , n at the observation point (ui, vi, ti). However, the impor-
tance (weight) of different observation points for estimating the coefficients at the regression
point (u0, v0, t0) is not the same. According to the well-known First Law of Geography:
everything is related to everything else, but near things are more related than distant things.
Thus, the closer the observation point (ui, vi, ti) is to regression point (u0, v0, t0), the
bigger weight was assigned in estimating the coefficients at point (u0, v0, t0). Based on a
local weighted least squares algorithm:

n

∑
i=1

[
yi − β0(u0, v0, t0)−

d

∑
k=1

βk(u0, v0, t0)xik

]2

wi(u0, v0, t0) (7)

By taking the partial derivative of Equation (7) with respect to β0(u0, v0, t0) and
βk(u0, v0, t0), we can attain the estimated coefficients expressed in the form of matrix
as follows:

β̂(u0, v0, t0) =
[

XTW(u0, v0, t0)X
]−1

XTW(u0, v0, t0)Y (8)
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In Equation (7), wi(u0, v0, t0) is the weight assigned to observation point (ui, vi, ti).
In Equation (8), X is the matrix of independent variables, Y is the matrix of dependent
variables, the spatiotemporal weighted matrix W(u0, v0, t0) is an n× n diagonal matrix
that can be described as follows:

W(u0, v0, t0)
= diag(w1(u0, v0, t0), w2(u0, v0, t0), . . . wi(u0, v0, t0) . . . wn(u0, v0, t0))

(9)

In this study, we eliminated Tave and LST by VIF > 10 in the collinearity test. Therefore,
the final variables involved in model construction include SAG, ELE, NDVI, PREP, Tmax,
Tmin, RAD, ROD, NTL, and POP. The GTWR model of the relationship between the number
of forest fires (NFF) and its driving factors can be expressed as follows:

NFFi = β0(ui, vi, ti) + β1(ui, vi, ti)× SAG + β2(ui, vi, ti)× ELE
+β3(ui, vi, ti)× NDVI+β4(ui, vi, ti)× PREP
+β5(ui, vi, ti)× Tmin + β6(ui, vi, ti)× Tmax
+β7(ui, vi, ti)× RAD + β8(ui, vi, ti)× ROD
+β9(ui, vi, ti)× NTL+β10(ui, vi, ti)× POP + εi

(10)

where (ui, vi, ti) are the central coordinates of a grid cell and i is the central point of that
grid cell. ui, vi is the X coordinate and the Y coordinate in meters, and ti is the time
coordinated in years. NFFi is the number of forest fires in the grid cell where point i is
located on time ti. SAG, ELE, NDVI, PREP, Tmax, Tmin, RAD, ROD, NTL, and POP repre-
sent the value of slope angle, elevation, Normalized Difference Vegetation Index, annual
accumulated precipitation, annual minimum temperature, annual maximum temperature,
railway density, road density, nighttime light, and population density respectively at point
i on time ti.

The identification of weight wi(u0, v0, t0) in (9) is one critical step in model construc-
tion. In this study, wi(u0, v0, t0) is a spatiotemporal weight based on the Gaussian distance
decay-based function in space-time domains, which is described as follows:

wi(u0, v0, t0) = exp

[
−
(
dST

i0
)2

h2

]
(11)

where h is a positive parameter named spatiotemporal bandwidth, and dST
i0 is the spatial-

temporal distance between points (ui, vi, ti) and point s (u0, v0, t0), which can be calculated
based on the Euclidean distance formula:

dST
i0 =

√
λ
[
(ui − u0)

2 − (vi − v0)
2
]
+ (ti − t0)

2 (12)

where λ is the non-negative scale factor. However, location and time are usually measured
in different units (in our case, location in meters and time in years); thus, they have different
scale effects. It seems to be more appropriate to add λ to balance the effects of spatial and
temporal distances when combining the spatial and temporal items. Therefore, wi(u0, v0, t0)
can be expressed as follows:

wi(u0, v0, t0) = exp

−
λ
[
(ui − u0)

2 − (vi − v0)
2
]
+ (ti − t0)

2

h2

 (13)

The selection of bandwidth h is another important step in model calculation. A cross-
validation (CV) method is commonly used to select this parameter. Assume that ŷi(h) is the
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predicted value from the GTWR model with bandwidth h. Then, the sum of the squared
error can be written as follows:

CV(h, λ) =
n

∑
i=1

(yi − ŷi(h, λ))2 (14)

The optimal bandwidth can be derived automatically with an optimization technique
by minimizing (14) according to the corrected Akaike information criterion (AIC) [37].

3. Results
3.1. Spatial Autocorrelation of Forest Fires

Figure 3 intuitively displays the spatial distribution of annual forest fire points and
their frequency in the Anhui province. The red dots in Figure 3 represent the location of the
forest fire points, and bigger red dots mean more forest fires occurred. In Figure 3, relatively
high-frequency forest fires were mainly concentrated in Wuhu, Xuancheng, Tongling,
Ma’anshan, and Hefei. We observed dense forest fire points in Lu’an, Anqing, Chizhou,
Huangshan, and Xuancheng from 2012 to 2014. From 2015 to 2020, the number of forest fire
points in Anhui province decreased significantly, and the distribution of forest fire points
became more and more dispersed.Remote Sens. 2023, 15, x FOR PEER REVIEW 11 of 30 
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Table 2 and Figure 4 show the results of global and local spatial autocorrelation tests,
respectively. The values of Global Moran′ s I were all positive, and Z-scores were all larger
than 1.96, which confirms the presence of a significant (p < 0.05) spatial clustered pattern
in annual forest fires of Anhui from 2012 to 2020. In Figure 4, we observed high-high
clustering mainly in eastern cities, such as Ma’anshan, Wuhu, Tongling, and Xuancheng.
Low-Low clustering was mainly distributed in northern cities, such as Bozhou, Suzhou,
Huaibei, and Bengbu, which were the cities with less forest area and forest fire points in
Figure 3. The above findings suggested that forest fire prevention and management in
some of the eastern cities should be emphasized, such as Wuhu, Tongling, and Xuancheng,
which were high-high forest fire clustering cities almost every year over the study period.

Table 2. The results of global spatial autocorrelation test.

Year 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020

Moran’s I 0.81 0.74 0.36 0.66 0.65 0.66 0.47 0.51 0.45
Z-score 4.17 3.75 1.98 3.76 3.75 3.77 2.88 2.99 2.73
p-value 0.00003 0.00018 0.04760 0.00017 0.00017 0.00016 0.00400 0.00281 0.00628
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3.2. Performance of GTWR Model

In Table 3, we compared the performance and goodness of fit of the OLS, GWR, and
GTWR models using the indicator of Akaike Information Criterion (AIC) and Adjusted R2.
The results showed that the GTWR model performed the best and the OLS model performed
the worst, indicating that it is necessary to consider spatial and temporal heterogeneity
when studying forest fire occurrence patterns. To evaluate the GTWR model’s performance,
we executed a five-fold Cross Validation (CV) approach to validate the robustness of the
model. For CV, we randomly split the dataset into five subsets, then treated one of the
subsets as the testing data and fitted the model with the remaining four subsets. Finally,
we repeated the above process five times to ensure that all data were tested. Meanwhile,
we used the Adjusted R2, the root-mean-square error (RMSE), and the mean absolute error
(MAE) to evaluate the performance of the GTWR model quantitatively. The results are
listed in Table 4.

Table 3. Model comparison results.

Indicator
Model

OLS GWR GTWR

AIC 30,834.97 28,597.52 23,985.66
Adjusted R2 0.13 0.67 0.84

Table 4. Performance of the GTWR model in cross-validation.

Fold
Model Fitting Model Validation

Adjusted R2 RMSE MAE Adjusted R2 RMSE MAE

1 0.75 2.57 0.96 0.65 3.05 1.16

2 0.69 2.76 1.04 0.68 3.00 1.15

3 0.80 2.12 0.89 0.60 3.90 1.35

4 0.76 2.50 0.93 0.69 2.86 1.07

5 0.89 1.76 0.72 0.72 2.11 0.88

3.3. Varying Spatiotemporal Relationships between Forest Fires and Driving Factors

An important feature of the GTWR model is that the estimated coefficients can be
visualized and analyzed to reveal the spatiotemporal heterogeneity of forest fire occurrence
by observing the spatial and temporal variation of the correlation coefficients between
driving factors and forest fires. We performed Kriging interpolation for the estimated
coefficients of driving factors on ArcGIS 10.5 to understand the spatial patterns of forest
fires better. In the temporal analysis, this study analyzed the occurrence of forest fires
in Anhui province from the temporal dimension at both provincial and municipal levels.
At the provincial level, we focused on the breadth of the positive influence of driving
factors on forest fire occurrence varying over time. At the municipal level, we focused
on the degree of influence of driving factors on forest fire occurrence varying over time.
The temporal analyses at both levels combined the driving factors’ temporal changes to
reveal the temporal heterogeneity of forest fire occurrence. In the provincial-level analysis,
we used the spatial proportion of positive correlation coefficients between driving factors
and forest fires (hereafter referred to as “positive coefficients”) to describe the breadth
of driving factors on forest fire occurrence. Since the data used in the GTWR model in
this study were standardized, the coefficients obtained from the GTWR model can reflect
the degree of the driving factors on forest fires, i.e., their relative importance on forest
fire occurrence. However, these coefficients varied spatially on a grid basis, leading to
difficulties visualizing them in the time dimension. To facilitate the time-dimensional
analysis, we chose a compromise solution of averaging the driving factor coefficients at



Remote Sens. 2023, 15, 598 13 of 28

the municipal level. Therefore, in the analysis at the municipal level, we used the average
correlation coefficients between the driving factors and forest fires to indicate the degree
of influence of the driving factors on forest fire occurrence. To facilitate the observation
of temporal trends, this study connects the points in the figure with dashed lines. For
the spatial analysis, this study used ArcGIS 10.5 to plot the spatial distribution of the
correlation coefficients between driving factors and forest fires for each year of the study
period (Figures S1–S10). We manually set zero as the threshold in the legend to distinguish
positive and negative effects. Based on the range of coefficient values, we artificially
divided the coefficients into three negative and three positive classes, representing different
degrees of correlation: slight, distinct, and extreme. A larger positive coefficient represents
a more significant positive correlation, and a smaller negative coefficient represents a more
significant negative correlation.

Vegetational factors. There were spatial and temporal differences in the influence of
NDVI on forest fire occurrence. At the provincial level (Figure 5), the mean NDVI in the
Anhui province fluctuated over the study period, and the spatial proportion of positive
NDVI coefficients also showed a synchronous trend as the mean NDVI. The significant
decrease in the mean NDVI in 2020 corresponded to a contraction in the spatial proportion
of positive NDVI coefficients. The spatial proportion of areas where NDVI positively
influenced forest fire occurrence changed from about 50% at the beginning of the study
to about 40% at the end. The spatial visualization of Figure S1 showed that in half of
the forest areas in Anhui province, NDVI was negatively related to forest fire occurrence.
In the rest of the forest areas, the positive correlations between the two were low, which
indicated that NDVI was not strongly correlated with forest fires in the Anhui province. At
the municipal level, the study found regional (spatial) differences and temporal variations
in the correlations between NDVI and forest fires. For example, in Figure 6a, the mean
NDVI in Xuancheng fluctuated and changed during the study period. The mean NDVI
and the mean NDVI coefficients changed synchronously in the temporal dimension. It is
worth noting that the mean NDVI decreased substantially, and the mean NDVI coefficient
also decreased significantly in 2020. In Ma’anshan, the mean NDVI and the mean NDVI
coefficients almost always fluctuated inversely (Figure 6b).

Socioeconomic factor. There was spatiotemporal heterogeneity in the effects of NTL on
forest fire occurrence. In Figure 7, the average NTL in Anhui province roughly fluctuated
upward during the study period, and the spatial proportion of positive NTL coefficients
had a synchronous temporal fluctuating trend. The spatial proportion of NTL positive
coefficients increased from 57% at the beginning of the study to 70% at the end. Based on
the spatial distribution of NTL coefficients in Figure S2, NTL had broad and significant
positive correlations with forest fires during the study period. From 2012 to 2016, NTL had
distinct and extreme positive correlations with forest fire occurrence in Chuzhou, Hefei,
Ma’anshan, Wuhu, and Tongling, where forest areas were sparsely dispersed. After 2016,
NTL positively correlated with forest fires in the southern cities of Chizhou, Huangshan,
and Xuancheng. The positively related areas gradually expanded, especially the areas of
distinct positive and extreme positive correlations. At the municipal level (Figure 8), the
study found that the correlations between NTL and forest fires changed differently over
time in different cities. For example, in Huangshan (Figure 8a) and Xuancheng (Figure 8b),
the mean NTL and mean NTL coefficients increased or decreased simultaneously over time
and had an overall increasing trend during the study period. In Anqing (Figure 8c) and
Hefei (Figure 8d), the mean NTL and mean NTL coefficients changed inversely over time,
and the mean NTL coefficients in Hefei decreased more than in Anqing.

In Figure 9, the mean POP in Anhui province did not fluctuate significantly during
most of the study period, with significant ups and downs only in 2013–2015. The spatial
proportion of POP positive coefficients expanded from 40% at the beginning of the study
period to 60% at the end, fluctuating synchronously with the mean POP. For spatial analysis
(Figure S3), we found significant positive correlations between POP and forest fire in the
southern forest area and western forest area. During the study period, POP was extremely
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positive-correlated with forest fires in southern Hefei and central Wuhu. At the municipal
level, the mean POP coefficients synchronously decreased with the mean POP of Lu’an in
Figure 10a. In Hefei (Figure 10b) and Anqing (Figure 10c), the mean POP and the mean
POP coefficients were also time-synchronous, with fluctuating increases of the mean POP
over the study period and significant fluctuating increases of the mean POP coefficients.
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There is an apparent spatial and temporal heterogeneity of RAD coefficients. In
Figure 11, the mean RAD in the Anhui province slowly increased during the study period,
and the spatial proportion of positive RAD coefficients gradually increased accordingly. The
spatial area proportion of RAD positive coefficients gradually expanded from about 40%
at the beginning of the study to 70% at the end. In the spatial analysis of Figure S4, broad
positive correlations between forest fires and RAD were found in the western and southern
forest areas. In some areas of Xuancheng, Lu’an, and Anqing, RAD was significantly
positive-correlated with forest fires. At the municipal level, the correlations between RAD
and forest fire varied both regionally and temporally in different cities, e.g., Xuancheng
(Figure 12a), Anqing (Figure 12b), Huangshan (Figure 12c), and Lu’an (Figure 12d).
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In Figure 13, the mean ROD in Anhui province increased significantly during the
study period, while the spatial proportion of positive ROD coefficients gradually decreased
during the study period. According to Figure S5, the positive correlations between forest
fire and ROD were mainly found in Chuzhou, Lu’an, Anqing, Xuancheng, and Huangshan.
In Figure 14, spatial and temporal differences were also observed in the correlations
between ROD and forest fires in various cities, such as Chuzhou, Anqing, Xuancheng, and
Chizhou. The mean ROD and the mean ROD coefficients in Chuzhou showed an increasing
trend in the time dimension during the study period (Figure 14a). In Anqing (Figure 14b),
Xuancheng (Figure 14c), and Chizhou (Figure 14d), the mean ROD and the mean ROD
coefficients changed inversely in the time dimension, but the mean ROD coefficients
changed differently in each city. The mean ROD coefficients of Anqing kept decreasing
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from positive to near zero, the mean ROD coefficients of Xuancheng kept decreasing from
near zero to negative, and the mean ROD coefficients of Chizhou slowly decreased to
near zero.
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Figure 14. Temporal trends of mean ROD values and mean ROD coefficients in (a) Chuzhou;
(b) Anqing; (c) Xuancheng; (d) Chizhou.

Meteorological factors. In Figure 15, the mean PREP in Anhui province showed irregular
fluctuations during the study period, while the spatial proportion of the positive PREP
coefficients remained roughly stable at about 40% during the study period. This indicated
that the apparent changes in mean PREP did not cause sufficient changes in the breadth
of the positive influence of PREP on forest fires. In the spatial analysis (Figure S6), PREP
was found to have negative relationships with forest fires in more than half of the forest
areas in Anhui province. Positive PREP coefficients were found in large forest areas such as
Chizhou, Anqing, and Lu’an, and PREP was mainly slightly positive-correlated with forest
fires in these regions. At the municipal level, Chuzhou (Figure 16a), Chizhou (Figure 16b),
Xuancheng (Figure 16c), and Ma’anshan (Figure 16d) had similar patterns of fluctuations in
mean PREP. However, there were geographical and temporal differences in the correlations
between PREP and forest fires in these regions.
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In this study, spatial and temporal differences in the correlations between temperature
and forest fire occurrence were found in the Anhui province. From Figures S7 and S8,
we found that the correlations between Tmax or Tmin and forest fire occurrence were
weak (coefficients between −1~1) in most areas of Anhui, indicating that the influence of
temperature on forest fire occurrence in Anhui was relatively small. In Figure 17a, there
was temporal synchronization between the mean Tmax coefficient and the mean Tmax in
Lu’an, and the mean Tmax coefficients fluctuated slightly around 0 with time (Figure 17a).
In Figure 17b, the mean Tmax and mean Tmax coefficients in Chizhou showed synchronous
changes since 2014, and the mean Tmax coefficients climbed slowly from 2014 to 2020. In
Figure 18, the mean Tmin in Anhui province steadily increased during the study period,
and the spatial proportion of the positive Tmin coefficients showed the same trend. The
spatial proportion of Tmin positive coefficients increased from about 47% at the beginning
of the study to about 90% at the end.

Topographical factors. Topographical factors such as ELE and SAG barely changed
over time during the study period, but these factors varied spatially. In the GTWR model,
the temporal heterogeneity of the coefficients of other factors at a location resulted in
the coefficients of topographic factors at that location also varying over time. Thus, the
correlations between topographic factors and forest fire occurrence also had spatial and
temporal heterogeneity (Figures S9 and S10).

For ELE, the positively correlated areas were broad from 2012 to 2014, but the positive
correlations were weak in most of the areas. The distinctly positive and extremely positive
correlated areas were mainly in Chuzhou, Ma’anshan, and Xuancheng (Figure S9). After
2015, distinct positive correlated areas continued to expand. In 2020, ELE positively
correlated with fires in almost all forest areas of Hefei, Ma’anshan, and Wuhu. From 2012 to
2020, we observed positive correlations mainly in forest areas with elevations below 400 m.
The negative correlations were more significant in forest areas with elevations higher than
400 m in Xuancheng, Huangshan, Liuan, and Anqing.
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Most of the forest areas in Anhui have slope angles lower than 30◦, and small parts
of forest areas with slope angles greater than 30◦ are located in Huangshan, Chizhou,
Xuancheng in the south or Lu’an, and Anqing in the west. According to Figure S10, most
of the SAG coefficients were between −1 and 1. The correlations between SAG and forest
fire occurrence were weak, indicating that the influence of SAG on forest fires in Anhui
was slight. The positive relationships between forest fires and slope were more distinct
in areas with slope angles of less than 20◦, such as Hefei, Wuhu, eastern Xuancheng, and
northern Chizhou.

3.4. Spatiotemporal Analysis of Dominant Factors

In this study, the data we applied in the GTWR model were standardized, so the
coefficients obtained were also standardized. Thus, the coefficients of each driving factor
obtained by the GTWR model can reflect the relative importance of this factor in the
occurrence of forest fires. We defined the driving factor with the most significant positive
coefficient in each grid as the dominant factor for this grid, which contributes most to
the occurrence of forest fires here. For visualization, we plotted the spatial and temporal
distribution of the dominant factors and the pie chart of the spatial proportion of dominant
factors for each year. The visualization results showed that there was also spatial and
temporal heterogeneity in the distribution of the dominant factors.

The pie chart reveals that the dominant factors with more enormous spatial pro-
portions were NTL, RAD, ROD, and POP (Figure 19). It is noteworthy that the spatial
proportions of NTL were the largest among all factors in each year except 2015. The spatial
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proportion of POP, RAD, and NTL roughly showed an increasing trend during the study
period, but the spatial proportion of ROD gradually decreased over time. The least spatially
dominant factor was NDVI, and its spatial proportion remained almost constant during
the study period. The spatial proportion of ELE showed a generally increasing trend over
time, but it always remained at around 10%, similar to Tmin. The spatial proportions of
SAG, PREP, and Tmax remained almost below 5%. We can also observe the annual spatial
distribution of the dominant factors (Figure 20). From 2012 to 2014, the spatial dominance
of ROD and NTL was relatively large. In these three years, ROD mainly dominated forest
fires in Huangshan, Lu’an, and Anqing; NTL widely dominated forest fires in Chuzhou,
Wuhu, Ma’anshan, Chizhou, and Huangshan. From 2015 to 2018, NTL and RAD spatially
dominated forest fires in Chizhou, Huangshan, and Xuancheng; RAD dominated forest
fires in Anqing, Chizhou, Huangshan, and Lu’an. From 2018 to 2020, the spatial domi-
nance of RAD, NTL, and POP was relatively large. RAD mostly dominated forest fires in
Lu’an, Anqing, and Xuancheng; NTL chiefly played a dominant role in forest fires in Lu’an,
Chizhou, Huangshan, and Xuancheng; POP primarily dominated the occurrence of forest
fires in Lu’an, Anqing, Xuancheng, and Huangshan. The spatial distribution revealed that
RAD mainly dominated the occurrence of forest fires located on the edge of cities or the
junction of adjacent cities. ROD mainly dominated forest fires located in the junctions of
adjacent cities or the edges of forest areas near towns. The areas where POP dominated
forest fire occurrence were mostly near ecotourism areas and tourist attractions. These find-
ings are consistent with the actual situation. In some years, ELE exerted dominant effects
on forest fires in Chuzhou, Ma’anshan, and Hefei. Meteorological factors such as Tmin
and Tmax and vegetation factors NDVI dominated the occurrence of forest fires mainly
in cities with large forest areas such as Xuancheng and Huangshan. Through the above
analysis, we found that socioeconomic factors widely dominated forest fire occurrence in
both spatial and temporal dimensions. Vegetation, topography, and meteorology played
weaker dominant roles in forest fire occurrence in this study.Remote Sens. 2023, 15, x FOR PEER REVIEW 23 of 30 
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4. Discussion
4.1. Advantage of the GTWR Model

In recent years, many studies have used models such as GWR to study forest fire
occurrence spatial patterns. Some studies have used statistical methods to explore the
temporal patterns of forest fires. However, these studies always separated the temporal
and spatial dimensions and conducted independent studies on forest fires’ spatial patterns
or temporal patterns. In this study, we utilized the spatiotemporal coupling feature of the
GTWR model to study the varying correlations between forest fires and driving factors in
the temporal and spatial dimensions simultaneously. Therefore, compared with previous
studies, this study can capture the differences in the correlations between driving factors
and forest fires in the same year in different spatial locations and the variable trends in the
correlations between driving factors and forest fires in the same spatial area in different
years. In addition, the GTWR model can grab the abnormal changes in the correlated
relationships with forest fires at corresponding spatiotemporal locations when the driving
factors undergo abnormal changes. By considering spatiotemporal coupling, the GTWR
model can deeply explore and explain the spatiotemporal heterogeneity of the correlations
between driving factors and forest fires.

4.2. Main Findings

This study’s primary finding is that the driving factors’ effects on forest fires were
spatiotemporally heterogeneous. At the provincial level, the spatiotemporal heterogene-
ity was mainly reflected in the changes in the spatial proportion of positive coefficients
over time. The spatial distribution of correlation coefficients also revealed the spatial
and temporal heterogeneity of forest fire occurrence by the differences in the spatial dis-
tribution of correlation coefficients between driving factors and forest fires from year to
year. At the municipal level, spatiotemporal heterogeneity was mainly reflected in the
fact that the correlations between driving factors and forest fires had different temporal
variations in different cities. On the one hand, although the driving factors in different
cities had similar temporal trends, the correlations between the driving factors and forest
fires showed different temporal trends in different cities or similar temporal trends but
with different degrees of change. For example, NTL had similar changes in Huangshan,
Xuancheng, Anqing, and Hefei. However, the positive correlations between NTL and
forest fires increased at different rates over time in Huangshan (Figure 8a) and Xuancheng
(Figure 8a). They decreased at different rates over time in Anqing (Figure 8c) and Hefei
(Figure 8d). The ROD of Chuzhou, Anqing, Xuancheng, and Chizhou all increased over
time. The ROD coefficients of Chuzhou (Figure 14a) increased overall, while those of
Anqing (Figure 14b), Xuancheng (Figure 14c), and Chizhou (Figure 14d) decreased over
time. In addition, the fluctuations of PREP in the time dimension changed similarly in
Chizhou, Xuancheng, Chuzhou, and Maanshan. Nevertheless, in Chizhou (Figure 16b) and
Xuancheng (Figure 16c), forest fire occurrence was not sensitive to changes in mean PREP.
Changes in mean PREP did not cause significant changes in mean PREP coefficients, which
remained near zero in both cities. In Chuzhou (Figure 16a) and Ma’anshan (Figure 16d),
forest fire occurrence was relatively sensitive to changes in mean PREP, with mean PREP
increasing roughly over the study period and mean PREP coefficients decreasing roughly
over the study period. On the other hand, the driving factors in different cities had different
trends over time, and the correlated coefficients showed different trends. For example, POP
in Anqing (Figure 10a) and Hefei (Figure 10b) increased over time during the study period,
and the corresponding coefficients also had increasing trends. However, POP decreased
generally, and POP coefficients decreased during the study period in Lu’an (Figure 10c).

We conjectured that the spatiotemporal heterogeneity in the relationships between
factors and forest fires was caused by changes in the driving factors themselves in space
and time on the one hand and by mutual checks and balances of the driving factors in
the occurrence of forest fires on the other. It has been shown that climate was much less
critical for forest fires where human social activities were more prominent in America [57],
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indicating human activities may not only influence the fire regimes and can override or
mask the influence of climate. This same competitiveness exists between driving factors
in our study, and when one factor was less important for forest fire occurrence, it may be
that other factors were more critical for forest fire occurrence. For example, ROD increased
with time in Anqing, Xuancheng, and Chizhou, but the ROD coefficient decreased. This is
because the importance of ROD was weakened by the increase of other factors for forest
fire occurrences in these cities, such as POP in Anqing (Figure 10a), NTL, and RAD in
Xuancheng (Figures 12b and 18a), and Tmax in Chizhou (Figure 18b).

4.3. Applicability of Nighttime Light

The contrast between light and dark areas on nighttime light remote sensing images
makes it a powerful tool for studying human activities and their impacts. Since there is a
positive correlation between light intensity and social economy, many studies have used
this quantitative relationship to estimate socioeconomic factors, such as urbanization level
estimation, population distribution estimation, GDP, energy consumption, and carbon
emission. Since nighttime light remote sensing data were primarily used to estimate
other socioeconomic factors reflecting human activities, it is better to consider nighttime
light as one of the socioeconomic factors affecting forest fire occurrence. On the other
hand, nighttime light can reflect information about traffic roads, residential areas, and
other factors closely related to population or urban, and therefore can provide more
comprehensive information. Therefore, this study innovatively introduced nighttime light
as one socioeconomic factor that affects forest fires. The results showed that the spatial
proportion of NTL positive coefficients exceeded 50% in eight out of nine years and showed
a general increasing trend in the temporal dimension during the study period (Figure 7).
From 2016 to 2020, the spatial proportions of NTL positive coefficients exceeded that of
other factors (Figure 7). The spatial and temporal distribution diagram of NTL coefficients
showed that the relationships between NTL and forest fires were mainly distinctly positive
or extremely positive (Figure S2). In the analysis of dominant factors, the spatial areas where
NTL dominates forest fires were the largest (Figures 19 and 20). These results all suggest
that nighttime light was closely related to forest fires and was significantly important in
the occurrence of forest fires in Anhui in this study. It is reasonable and practical to take
nighttime light as a factor potentially affecting the occurrence of forest fires.

4.4. Limitations and Outlooking

According to [35], it is better to consider fire size, season, and fire cause when in-
vestigating the relationships between fire occurrence and factors. Our study lost sight of
these aspects of model construction and was not the best practice. We did not consider
factors such as wind speed, air humidity, vegetation type, and soil moisture in selecting
driving factors due to data availability. This study built a framework for assessing the
spatiotemporal patterns of forest fire occurrence with the GTWR model. We explored the
spatiotemporal heterogeneity of driving factors affecting forest fire occurrence by coupling
their spatiotemporal information. This study improved the interpretation of forest fire
occurrence, filled a crucial gap in forest fire research, and provided unique insights into
studying spatiotemporal patterns of forest fire occurrence. We successfully applied this
framework to study interannual forest fire occurrence patterns at the regional scale in
China. Future studies can be conducted at finer temporal and broader spatial scales to
understand and reveal the patterns of forest fire occurrence in other places. In recent years,
China has made great efforts to build forest cities, and the boundary between forest and city
has been blurred and gradually integrated. The influence of cities on forests is becoming
increasingly non-negligible. Hence, future research needs to consider the relationships
between urban development or human activities and forest fire occurrence in China. This
study innovatively introduced nighttime light as a socioeconomic factor, so future research
can try to use more factors with high spatial and temporal resolutions like this instead of
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traditional socioeconomic factors with low spatial and temporal resolutions to improve the
accuracy of research results.

5. Conclusions

Identifying the driving factors and exploring the spatiotemporal patterns of forest fire
occurrence is crucial for forest fire management decision-making. In this study, we applied
the GTWR model to investigate the spatiotemporal patterns of forest fire occurrence in the
Anhui province from 2012 to 2020. We selected factors representing topography, vegeta-
tion, meteorology, and social economy as independent variables and the number of forest
fires as the dependent variable. In acquiring data, we employed remote sensing data for
forest fire data, nighttime light, normalized difference vegetation index, and topographic
factors in this study. We carried out the spatial autocorrelation test for forest fires in Anhui.
The results showed a spatial autocorrelation of forest fires in Anhui from 2012 to 2020,
with high-high aggregation of forest fires in eastern cities, including Ma’anshan, Wuhu,
Tongling, and Xuancheng. We compared the performance of the OLS model, the GWR
model, and the GTWR model using the same dataset. The GTWR model outperformed the
other two, and the OLS model performed the worst, implying the necessity of considering
temporal heterogeneity in addition to spatial heterogeneity in the forest fire occurrence
study. Based on the results of the GTWR model, we carried out the spatiotemporal analysis
of the relationship between each driving factor and forest fires, as well as dominant factors.
Socioeconomic factors were most strongly correlated with forest fires in Anhui province
during the study period, while vegetation, topography, and meteorology were less corre-
lated with forest fires. The positive effects of socioeconomic factors on forest fire occurrence
were relatively extensive and robust in the spatial and temporal dimensions. The areas
where population density, railway density, and nighttime light positively impacted had
an overall tendency to expand over time. The spatiotemporal analysis of the dominant
factors indicated that forest fire occurrence in Anhui province was mainly dominated by
socioeconomic factors, while the dominant role of vegetation, topography, and meteorology
was relatively limited. Socioeconomic factors, including nighttime light, railway density,
road density, and population density, widely dominated the occurrence of forest fires in
the Anhui province. It is worth noting that nighttime light played the most extensive
dominant role in forest fires in Anhui province in the spatial and temporal dimensions,
so it is reasonable and practical to take nighttime light as one of the influencing factors.
The forest areas where population density, railway density, and nighttime light dominated
fire occurrence tended to expand over time. Therefore, it is recommended that the Anhui
province should strengthen the monitoring and prevention of forest fires in forest scenic
areas with strong social activities.

This study innovatively introduced nighttime light as a driving factor of forest fires,
which provides a reference for selecting future socioeconomic factors of forest fires. This
study built a framework for exploring the spatiotemporal patterns of forest fire occurrence
with the GTWR model. By coupling the spatiotemporal information of driving factors and
forest fires in the model, we not only grabbed the varying spatial relationship between the
driving factors and forest fire but also captured the temporal variation patterns correspond-
ing to the correlation coefficients and driving factors. We also identified the dominant
factors from the spatiotemporal dimension. Therefore, this framework can help explore
the spatiotemporal heterogeneity of forest fire occurrence fully. This study improved the
level of explanation for forest fire occurrence, providing unique insights into studying spa-
tiotemporal patterns of forest fires. This work will contribute to understanding the driving
factors of forest fires in Anhui at the provincial level and help policymakers develop fire
management strategies and allocate resources rationally to reduce potential fire hazards.
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